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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE — FIREFIGHTING FLEET UPGRADES 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.04 pm]: Today I inform the house of the 
significant equipment upgrades that have been undertaken across the Department of Parks and Wildlife’s fleet of 
more than 100 fire trucks. As members would be aware, compliance with Worksafe improvement notices that 
relate to the Black Cat Creek fire requires the department to fit cabin deluge systems to its fleet of more than 
100 trucks, in addition to the installation of curtain heat shields. The department has also committed to lagging 
all critical wiring and hydraulics and replacing plastic components on all trucks. Ninety trucks from the greater 
south west have now been fitted with lagging and heat shields and are fully operational, with many already 
having participated in prescribed burn and fire suppression activities. Two of these trucks have also been fitted 
with a cab water-deluge system, thanks to assistance from the Victorian Country Fire Authority, and 
are currently being monitored in the field to assess means of integrating the deluge system into the fire 
management business. The foremost aspect being assessed is the durability of the system when used in the field, 
thereby determining what engineering modifications may be required to ensure a consistent water deluge 
each time the system is used. Eleven trucks from remote regions of the state will have the same modifications 
made to them prior to the end of March. It is currently planned that the remainder of the department’s fleet will 
have deluge systems fitted throughout 2014. Additional funding of $3 million, which was made available 
through the midyear financial review, provided the department with sufficient funds to undertake the works I 
have outlined. 

At present there are no options available for cab-deluge systems for the protection of light vehicles or trucks and 
heavy machines that do not carry water. The department is monitoring the development of fire-retardant gel 
products for this purpose; however, these systems are not yet sufficiently developed to fit at this stage. 

I acknowledge the efforts of staff from the department’s fire management services branch and fleet section who 
continue to diligently undertake the task put to them following the issue of the WorkSafe improvement notices. 
 


	DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE — FIREFIGHTING FLEET UPGRADES
	Statement by Minister for Environment


